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mation I can attribute to nothing so much as the love and esteem of money, for I found myself to be extravagant in my drink, and apt to turn projector, and make rash bargains. As for women, I never knew any, except my wives : for my reader must know, and it is what he may confide in as an excellent recipe, that the love of business and money is the greatest mortifier of inordinate desires imaginable, as employing the mind continually in the careful oversight of what one has, in the eager quest after more, in, looking after the negligences and deceits of servants, in the due entering and^ stating of accounts, in hunting after chaps l, and in the exact knowledge of the state of markets; which things whoever thoroughly attends, will find enough and enough to employ his thoughts on every moment of the day; so that I cannot call to mind, that in all the time I was a husband, which, off and on, was about twelve years, I ever once thought of my wives but in bed. And, lastly, for religion, I have ever boon a constant churchman, both forenoons and afternoons on Sundays, never forgetting to be thankful for any gain or advantage I had had that day; and on Saturday nights, upon casting up my accounts, I always was grateful for the sum of my week's profits, and at Christmas for that of the whole year, it is true, perhaps, that my devotion has not been the most fervent; which, I think, ought to be imputed to the evenness and sedateness of my temper, which never would admit of any impetuosities of any sort: and I can remember, that in my youth and prime of manhood, when my blood ran brisker, I took greater pleasure in religious exercises than at present, or many years past, and that my devotion sensibly declined as ago, which is dull and unwieldy, came upon me.
3 have, 1 hope, hero proved that the love of money prevents all immorality and vice ; which if you will not allow, you must, that the pxirsuit of it obliges men to tho same kind of life as they would follow if they wore really virtuous : which is all I have to say at present, only recommending to you, that you would think of it, and turn ready wit into ready money as fast as you can, I conclude,
Your Servant,
T,                                                 EPHBAIM WEED
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